
Welcome to the second week in our series, Dangerous
Prayers. The Dangerous Prayers series is all about
helping move people to pray the prayers that will move
the heart of God. Over three weeks, Josh, Anthony, and
Mike will explain why some prayers are ineffective, what
it really means to trust God with what we ask for, and
how to pray for the miracles that require a God-sized
faith.

Did you pray, “God make me bold” this past week?

This week Anthony taught us about how to hear from
God. When we pray to God, it is a conversation and a
conversation is not just one-sided. When we pray it is
just as much, if not more important to listen as it is to
speak to God. God is speaking to us, the question is, are
we listening, church. If we can commit to being still,
being willing, and being ready to hear from God, we will
begin to hear Him speak through His word, through
people, and through the circumstances of our lives.

In your prayer life, are you more of a talker or more of a
listener?

To kick things off, go around the circle and ask your
group to answer the following question:
 
Did you pray at mealtime with your family growing up?
If so, what sort of prayer did you pray? 
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Read 1 Samuel 3:1-21
 
In this passage, Samuel hears the Lord calling him, because He has
something very important for him to do. But Samuel, for whatever
reason, be it business with temple responsibility, be it being unable
to shut his brain off, be it his concern and willingness to care for Eli,
does not identify the voice calling him as the voice of the Lord. It’s
not until Eli tells Samuel to go back to bed and be still, does Samuel
hear the voice for who it really is, the Lord. This time, Samuel
answered correctly, “Speak, your servant is listening.” It was with this
response, a willingness to listen to God give Samuel His instruction of
what he was to do.

When was the last time you were completely still before God,
listening for His voice? How do you most often hear from God?

Anthony taught us this week that in order to hear God’s voice, we
need to be still, be willing, and be ready. So often, we are too busy,
or too distracted, or too selfish to stop and just listen for God to
speak. God has something important He is wanting to do in and
through us, but we must learn to be still, be willing to pray like
Samuel, “Speak, your servant is listening,” and be willing to do
whatever it is God is calling us to do.

Which of those three things (being still, being willing, being ready)
do you think you struggle with most? Why?

What is God showing you right now?

What are you going to do about what God is showing you?
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This week, set aside time to listen for the voice of God. Maybe when
you turn off the TV, do something crazy like leave the cell phone in
the other room, and just sit down to pray. Start with a similar prayer
as Samuel, “Lord, here I am. I’m listening.” Then wait and see what God
lays on your heart.

Pray: As a group, spend some time in prayer and being still before
the Lord. Consider praying the brief prayer below as a group.

Father, thank You for speaking to us. You’re the Creator of the
universe, but You still reach out to us individually, and that’s an
amazing blessing. Thank You for Your patience with us as we learn
to listen for Your voice. Give us hearts to hear what You have to say
and a willingness to follow wherever You lead us. In Jesus’ name,
amen.

Memorize: 
“Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.”  
Proverbs 3:6 NLT

DEVOTE DAILY


