
To kick things off, go around the circle and ask your
group to answer the following question:
 
What feelings, thoughts or emotions come to mind
when the church talks about money? 

Welcome to the second week in our series, Legacy
Leavers. What about your life will outlive you? What if
you got serious about your legacy? Together, we'll learn
that in our surrender, God uses crazy faith and radical
generosity to shape us into Legacy Leavers: those who
leave a lasting impact.

Do you currently have a budget you follow monthly?

This week Josh preached a sermon titled Upside Down
Budget. In this sermon his whole goal was to show you
the Godly principle of flipping your budget upside down.
Remember the goal isn't to get you to tithe 10% of your
income to the church. The goal is to have you check
your heart posture, a posture of being generous and
stewarding your money the way God calls you to, by
bringing your first fruits back to Him. 

Our Legacy Leaver principle this past week was: 

Legacy leavers are not generous with the leftovers,
legacy leavers are generous with the first.

LEGACY LEAVERS: UPSIDE DOWN BUDGET 
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If you don’t follow the principles of God, how can you expect the
blessing of God? In other words, if you don't bring the best of your
first to God like His word commands us, but rather you simply give
him the leftovers, how can you expect to experience the blessings of
God in your finances? Before you dive into the scriptures for this
week, remember, “Legacy Leavers don’t live for earthly passions,
Legacy Leavers live for Godly principles.”

Read Matthew 6:19-24

Jesus is clear in verse 24, you cannot serve two masters. Notice, he
does not say you should not, or it is not wise to serve two masters.
No, Jesus says you cannot serve two masters. It is impossible to
serve both God and money simultaneously. Either we will trust God to
be our provider and sustainer, or we will seek to earn enough to be
our own provider and sustainer. When we believe that we are our
own provider and sustainer, we begin to believe that we are the
owner of our wealth and finances. When we are the owner, it is a
struggle to be generous. However, when we remember that God is
our provider and all that we have is His to begin with, we can begin
to maintain a healthy rhythm of generosity in our finances. 

Like Pastor Josh mentioned this week, the more that we pursue
money, the further we move away from God. Jesus said the principle
of God is clear, serving God is bringing the tithe (what is already
His) back to him. By default, if you are not bringing back to God
what He has already blessed you with through tithing, then you are
serving money rather than God.

When you consider your budget, would your budget say you are
trying to serve two masters when it comes to your resources? Why?
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 Read verses 19-20 again. Would you say you are currently storing
up more treasures in Heaven or on earth? Read Romans 8:32.

God did not spare his own Son, but instead gave. The generosity of
God is without limits! Scripture says He gave his first and best, so
that He could inherit us. God gave so that we might be saved from
eternal damnation.  If we were saved to be conformed into the
image of God, then our generosity should reflect the God who saved
us by giving His very best, His one and only Son. 

As Christ-followers, our generosity should reflect the God that we
say we believe in. When the posture of our heart is selfish or self-
serving, that is not a reflection of the God we say we trust in and
serve. It is actually the complete opposite of God’s very nature. 

So, just like God gave his first and best, Legacy Leavers are to be
generous with their first and best by bringing back to God what He
so generously gave to us in the first place. It’s when we honor and
live out the principles of God that we begin to experience the
blessings of God. But remember what Josh said this past Sunday, It
is not the 10% that enacts the blessing. It is the heart posture that
enacts the blessing.

When you think about being generous with your resources do you
ever consider God’s generosity toward you in Jesus?

How should God’s generosity in giving Jesus change how we
budget what He has blessed us with?

One of our core values is to Live Authentically. Live Authentically
with one another now and honestly share with the group your
current heart posture on giving back to God, through His church?
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 This week’s challenge is not an easy one. This may be a challenge
that not many people are going to actually do. This challenge will
separate the players from the fans when it comes to following Jesus.
Jesus tells us as His followers we must deny ourselves daily, pick up
our cross and follow Him. 

The principle that Jesus taught us this week was bringing our first
fruits to God, BEFORE anything else. We see in scripture that we are
supposed to bring God the best of our wealth, our increase, our crop,
our first fruits. Before anything else, we are to bring the best to God
first, then plan our life accordingly around the remainder. As scary as
it sounds, that is our challenge for you as a group this week. We
challenge you to redo your budget this week by putting the full tithe
(your first fruits) first, and living off the rest. Bring your first and best
to God first, and trust Him with the rest.

What would it look like if your group lived out what scripture calls us
to this week? 

We see in scripture that there is a blessing of God when we live
according to His principles. Are you willing to boldly live out this
principle of God?

Pray: As a group, spend some time in prayer and being still before
the Lord. Pray that God would give you the strength to boldly live out
His principles. Pray that God would help you to remember that all you
have is a blessing from Him, and that he would help you to rearrange
your budget to bring to Him your first and best, and that He would
give you the strength to trust Him with the rest.

DEVOTE DAILY
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 Memorize: 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything
you produce. Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will

overflow with good wine.” 
 

Proverbs 3:9-10


