
Welcome to the first week in our series, From the
Garden to the City. In this series, it is our goal to make
every moment of our lives matter. None of us know
when we will draw our last breath and many of us
spend much of our life wondering: “What is my purpose
in life?” In this series, it is our goal to help you better
understand God’s Greater Story, why it matters, and
what your purpose is within that story. 

How have you seen yourself playing into God's greater
story this far in life?

This week Pastor Josh taught us about God’s rope
timeline. Eternity past, Eternity present, Eternity future,
and in the grand scheme of eternity our lives make up
almost none of it. The question Pastor Josh kept asking
was: what are you going to do with your epitaph? An
epitaph is the little dash between your birth date and
your death date, the sum of all the moments you had in
life. What are you going to do with the time you have
here on earth to make it matter? 

To kick things off, go around the circle and ask your
group to answer the following question: 

Who is the best storyteller that you know? 
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Based on how you approach problems and make decisions in
your day-to-day life, would you say you are focused on earth or
eternity? 
In what ways are you currently storing up treasures for yourself
in Heaven?  
Is there currently an area of your life where you are storing up
earthly treasures? 
Like Pastor Josh said this week, what are you going to do to
make your epitaph matter? 

Are you currently making your epitaph matter for this earth
or for eternity? 

We learned that biblically, to make our lives matter we are called to
live for eternity, not this world. The decisions we make today will
determine the stories we tell tomorrow. Meaning, the decisions we
make in this life will determine the stories we will tell for eternity. Are
you living with eternity in mind? An even bigger question even
comes from that, do you understand eternity?

Read Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 6:19-20

The best way to tell where your mind is focused (eternity or earth) is
based on what comes out of your heart. Jesus links treasure “what
we value” to what we do. One of the best ways to figure out if your
focus, “the treasure of your heart” is set on eternity or earth is to ask
yourself, “How you respond to problems and how you make
decisions?”

Read 2 Timothy 4:7-8
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Do you agree that you need to have more eternity-minded
conversations? Why or why not? Who do you need to talk to?
How many people will be thanking you in Heaven for living with
eternity in mind? (In other words, having the boldness to share
your faith, and then trusting Christ because of your obedience to
the Holy Spirit.)

God, what have I done with my epitaph so far? If I were to die
today, what kind of legacy will I have left on earth for eternity?
What is one small thing you can start doing this week to make
your epitaph more about eternity rather than this earth? 
Ask someone to hold you accountable for doing this. Remember:
The decisions we make today will determine the stories we tell
tomorrow.

In this verse, we see that not only will we receive a crown of
righteousness when we enter heaven, but so will all who have trusted
in Christ. Not only will we be rewarded, but so will everyone else who
came to know Christ. 

Spend some time meditating and praying this week on your life,
answering the following questions: 

Pray: As a group, spend some time in prayer asking God to reveal
where each person has not surrendered to God’s greater story. Ask
God to reveal any selfishness or short-sightedness in the way you
live, so that you begin to tell stories that matter for eternity.

“Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.”
-Colossians 3:2 

DEVOTE DAILY


