
Welcome to the first week in our series, Dangerous
Prayers. The Dangerous Prayers series is all about
helping move people to pray the prayers that will move
the heart of God. Over three weeks, Pastor Josh will
explain why some prayers are ineffective, what it really
means to trust God with what we ask for, and how to
pray for the miracles that require a God-sized faith.

How did you feed your soul this week?

This week Pastor Josh taught us about boldness. We
learned how to not simply “play it safe” with our prayers,
but rather how to ask God for the strength to be bold in
our walk with Him. Following Jesus is not about
remaining safe or comfortable, but rather it is about
boldly trusting Him in our day-to-day lives. 

What does it mean to have bold faith?

Read Acts 4:1-31

To kick things off, go around the circle and ask your
group to answer the following question:
 
How comfortable are you with prayer?
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Boldness almost always triggers spiritual opposition. If you have
no spiritual opposition, something may be wrong.
Boldness often releases God’s miracles. If you're not seeing any
miracles in your life, maybe you’re not praying bold enough. 
Boldness always requires faith. Are you having to live by faith or
have your prayers accidentally become more about asking God
to make your life easy so that you don’t have to live by faith?

What is one takeaway from those scriptures that God taught you
about boldness?

On a scale of 1 to 10, how amazed are people by your boldness?

Oftentimes, people's prayers sound like, “Lord, make me
comfortable.” For example, many times people pray, Lord protect us
from evil, keep us safe, don't let anything bad happen to us, let us
have a nice job with nice pay, let us go on nice vacations and enjoy
our church service on Sundays, and Lord let us be a happy family!
There is nothing inherently wrong with those prayers, but for some
believers, this describes the entirety of their prayer life. 

Yet when we use scripture as our guide, we don't see anyone praying
for an easy-going, simple, stay away from harm type of life. Christ
calls us to be bold for the Gospel. The disciples model this in how
they prayed and lived out their faith. 

Remember: If you're not ready to face opposition for your
obedience to God, you're not ready to be used by God. 

Here are some principles to take to heart about praying bold prayers
that every Christ-follower should remember.

1.

2.

3.
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How would praying more boldly change your life?

Remember: When it comes to living out your faith, being bold is not
a character trait, boldness is produced from the Holy Spirit.

Think about the people you interact with on a regular basis. What
opportunities do you have to be bold in your faith this coming
week? (Be specific)

This week, commit to step out in faith and begin praying bold prayers
like you have never done before. As you begin praying, ask yourself:
How is God specifically calling you to live boldly? (Give one example)

Consider this question this week, and then commit to pursuing
whatever God sets in front of you. Ask someone in your group to hold
you accountable for this and to check in on how you have been
boldly living out what God has called you to this week. 

Pray: As a group, spend some time in prayer asking God to help each
of you be bold in your faith this week. Consider praying the brief
prayer below as a group.

"Father, thanks to You, we don’t have to live a life of fear. You give us
the boldness to overcome any obstacle that comes our way. Help us
to trust You no matter how difficult life seems and to step forward in
obedience, knowing You’ll always be with us. In Jesus’ name, amen."

DEVOTE DAILY
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Memorize: 

“And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great
boldness in preaching your word.” Acts 4:29 NLT


